
 

Dengue: An escalating public health problem in Latin America

   
   
   
Abstract:

Dengue infection is a significant and escalating public health problem in Latin America. Its re-emergence
and subsequent rise in the region over the past 50 years has largely been caused by a combination of a
lack of political will, the radical growth of urban populations, migration flow and insufficient financial
resources. Its increased incidence has been compounded by climate change, poor sanitation and extreme
poverty, which lead to more breeding sites of the mosquito vector Aedes aegypti. In order to control dengue
effectively, an integrated approach incorporating vector management and environmental and social
solutions is required. To achieve success, these programmes require commitment and responses at both
national and community level. The development of a vaccine is a vital tool in the fight against dengue. For
successful introduction, those implementing vaccination need to be educated on the value of such a
strategy. Effective political leadership, innovative financial mechanisms and co-operation across all
disciplines, sectors and national borders are essential to eradication of the disease.

Source: http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3381443   

Resource Description

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Ecosystem Changes, Extreme Weather Event, Food/Water Quality, Human Conflict/Displacement,
Precipitation, Temperature

Extreme Weather Event: Drought

Food/Water Quality: Pathogen

Temperature: Fluctuations

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 Urban

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Non-United States, United States

Author(s): Tapia-Conyer R, Betancourt-Cravioto M, Mendez-Galvan J
Year: 2012
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Non-United States: Central/South America, Non-U.S. North America

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Infectious Disease

Infectious Disease: Vectorborne Disease

Vectorborne Disease: Mosquito-borne Disease

Mosquito-borne Disease: Dengue

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern:  

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Low Socioeconomic Status

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Review

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment:  

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

 A focus of content
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